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Fiat Topolino Named One of TIME's Best Inventions 
of 2026 
Recognized for its distinctive Italian design and fresh approach to urban mobility, Fiat Topolino proves that innovation can be simple, accessible and full of character.
Fiat Topolino has been named one of TIME's Best Inventions of 2026 in the Design category, earning international recognition for its distinctive approach to urban mobility. Combining iconic Italian design, electric simplicity and everyday practicality, Topolino embodies FIAT's ambition to make mobility more accessible, enjoyable and relevant to people's lives.
Small in size but big in personality, Topolino reinterprets one of FIAT's most iconic names for a new generation. Its friendly proportions, unmistakable Italian character and thoughtfully designed features turn everyday urban journeys into a simple and enjoyable experience. From its compact dimensions to its intuitive charging and open-air Dolcevita version, every element reflects a design philosophy built around the essentials of city life.
The recognition comes alongside Topolino's growing commercial success across Europe. After becoming the European market leader in the electric quadricycle segment in 2025, Topolino has maintained its leadership in 2026, with strong performances across key markets including Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, Austria and Switzerland, and achieving the number one position in France since July. Its success confirms the appeal of a new approach to electric mobility that combines practicality, affordability and emotional design.
"Topolino proves that even the smallest vehicle can carry a big idea" said Arnaud Belloni, CEO of FIAT, Abarth and Lancia, and Chief Marketing Officer for Europe at Stellantis. "At FIAT, we have always believed that mobility should be a source of freedom and enjoyment. Topolino brings that philosophy to a new generation, combining the charm of Italian design with a simple, smart solution for everyday life. Seeing TIME recognize this vision is a source of great pride for all of us, and a wonderful acknowledgment of the creativity that has always made FIAT special."
To compile its annual Best Inventions list, TIME gathers nominations from its editors and correspondents worldwide, alongside submissions through an online application process. Each invention is evaluated against key criteria including originality, efficacy, ambition and impact.
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